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oA A Al7|= Bt delnh @Ae] AAE wIFF0)9F AAF9]

=
7V Ao Hay Qlon &8 AARAE AT 523} A7} I=
QUT AT AT k. FFk Aok IS SjgkEel A

A2 AAE fIet =AEAE A= st ke ol dAle] A

2782 v SAIRAE B9 2 AoH, T2 FARAE A=<
olefoll FfHAl AED A - L - A 71EH s AE Hfslal
Uk FF 1092 v|F 7 FAA wie- Sa%t 713te] & Aejtal

i

olof ¥l g2 F=oll ek A& Akl A= &t 2411 4
= 20218 ARl A il o] Betel oY 2] 58-89
o= ekefsti o, a4 A A A4 20231 = R A 2 W=

A 91X 918 918 5o thet F5o] vhet AN BAH o R Hgs)

T QA o
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[II. M2 S=4(Strategic Compatability)

oA JlotA T YR ETE A Fa/d0] W] ] nle
g0 g e W Mo HAIEE 7HIc WAZIRE 59 2A ] W] E
A} Qe 11 A WA 1948 HebgiuL iE o] % wate] f
of A&l ofsf ol wi=tol HojflellA AlelE At & WAl &
T4 0] Tt o] %o AlmE o, Al HAlE 19709 He REJ o}F A
7EEARRC] Aol gle). ui|eko & 19773 7He tiEo] wke] HwA
IS ALY, o= F W2 WhR s A=t 7] =9l
oje} 2 HA ol Estal 1980 §HH| =] A FE
& i FEe e, ol Hlold Bis ol &8 o] A= ol A
shEA Ble T123ck 53] AW] 71 digwe] $o) JAHRAIE Hldst
T g=to 9] Fgtnl Ag Alwsteld Aol wis) Hlojae] ekt 4
A2 T v 2715kt A5e thER ko] sgolA Hojde ghol A
3t R7IAAIE =Sk o oo e f1Z Zlol#ha AFstalTt 1981
d FEFYS|YSCM)CIA vl= T AL eRIMAL F=o] ul=
9] .94t slof] HoEo] Ikl AFHCE? 1] SHE 36T F-16715 &
ol whilishe 2ol sl QEsklen, 3 ] tixel 2lRt= Y7 1981
dof] | eA 7 o v e} o ket AR Ho)d PR Al 4t
8] mjo] gl FESIR e, 198800k 47 63 02 Foftt. ©f
Bt BE S vFo] 2 53] A o2 RE g AUtk
jstlom, ol ghao QFEAA} kA 0 2 FYshs otk
1980\ el g0 FAPSRS 34 WsHA] elgkon, TWees] ul=o]

rlo

1

29 Korea Herald, May, 1981.



TAPAEE HEto)] =-85k= HEATh 1984 A8t tfE2 g 4RY
MEL AR THEP=H, ole ©&es] £4542 34 (FOFA: follow-on-
2](Air-land Battle doctrine)@} Z-& u|=+9] 2k
T-85h= A0 o] A= Flo|d tieg o] tiad A& digt

Zo]le, o5 i o & vkt ehmth 2 Hete] vt SAlo] e

)
(@)
D
»
=
jab)
&
=
of
A,
r>~l
=]

T T2 393 AZFd @92 1990-199199] vl=t9] oj2tT M4y} &
A Zolqltt. o]9] FS v e & WS A E =¥ AFAA, &
AAA, 121 FEAAE nlsk=tl, °l= AWACS (airborne warning
and control systems) |72} JSTARS (joint surveillance and targeting
radar systems) A|AE o] ghu] 2 =4 g o] H A HER=
e whAbd AAIF 22 ol A e = QU3 whEbA] 1980 Th
Sh] 7to] AekA FEAAl= e igAol o 9 M B1E 5F

e 43o] Flolgae Belucron), ofds] WA Fll=S 7|
3 9Joick. Ezrhh ek EaAo) 3 giEolAel slolE g ola) i et
o] ule] Qubel FAo] wh27]S ABOR, ol sh % B} 2ol

30 Research Institute for Peace and Security, Tokyo, Asian Security, 1985, (London(Engl.):
Brassey's Defence Publishers, Pergamon Group, 1985), p.103.

31 Wiliam E. Berry, Jr., “The Republic of Korea,” in Douglas J. Marry & Paul R.Viotti, eds., The
Defense Policies of Nations: A Comparative Study, (The Johns Hopkins University Press,
1994), p.413.
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Dong, ed., The Two Koreas and the United States: Issues of Peace, Security, and Economic

Cooperation, (M.E.Sharpe, 2000), p.80.
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32 Victor Cha, ‘Democracy and Unification: The Dilemma of the ROK Engagement,” in WWonmo
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198940 th2a} Zo] A5 )
Ol Hgto] glout QIAEAE 47w ofof Rttt mi=9] HRAET} £
AR sl A AA wlte] A7 BRsith Fete oQl= ofyrh.™3
19909 v] = -5= TA Strategic Framework for the Asian Pacific Rim:
Looking Toward the 21st Century ,2H= E1AS k6= of 7|4+
Fom]FEo] 3THA| Heto] A= Q.

SHA|GE o] Ag2 B3to] /R FHE it 1991 234 JFEE 9]
3)oJof|Af ghr| F=Z 63N 7 o] HiZ B e I 264 ek
AxFslact 19924 0] == MRast Asia Strategic Initiative I1,(EASI 1)
£ WE=T, o714 Rl E2 A1 FAE A 19939 Bottom-
Up Review,(BUR)OIIA Bl=-Z 571919, A| 924, 419 WI3}, nj=2]
BAY & MEE HEAFS ThAl 4] izth3 19939 9o 219 4
= obAJotol A O] w0 A|&4] FS S EF=T, ol FRe A the
o] it v] == 19959 "US Security Strategy in the East Asia Pacific
Region (EASR) HLA{oflA] ofAJofoll A o] Wit S5 109 F8o= "JAI5H
At

webA] Yol it & | 2 ARl F<Eo] 7] ¢Skt ml=o]

SO A o] B AYSEAT, ols] B3t BRI sk k] 7

;%
_
Az
o
1o
)
J

fjo
P
0.

_O|L
N
1o
i
=)
Al
1o

20015 9.11 HI#7F B & ml=r9] MR AlA|, 123l S50 Y
oA MRS 7EASTE 20024 "Annual Report to the President and

33 J. Bennett Johnston and Dale Bumpers, “An Overly Costly “Trip Wire” in Korea,” The New
York Times (July 21), 1989.

34 | es Aspin, “Report of the Bottom-Up Review,” US Department of Defense, Washington,
DC, October 1993.
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the Congress 0|4 =0 T HE AT C = “n|=0] Heko] A Z g
AR A=) SRl avte] 34, 18 il v ARl Wil =0l l=
o] Aujx]olct."efar AFUE35 2002 342} QPEF S| oo 4] GAHE
= Fem]EEe] Aol s A=A

20014¥ "Quadrennial Defense Review Report (2~ Global Posture
Review)ollA] 1] == Sf@jF==r]to] A dof thsf thZat o] HHl

3] g3k

D) BAAAE 2HAIA A AAQ] vlZolAl FAde AlEdkL, Awd
I-g5otA|oF o] e} o] Z| o] HFsHA
2) 7 Fo7t EABHA ¢k 7ol v e S 7hsS
AL PA A LS =7l DA
3) A 2] | dEol] sk Al TS ARt
4) FEEH, S, A, APdEiA], AESAE 52 S 5
e 71589 Mz AP g & Algste] vlte] 2L o
X

ol= A7 | 502 F3t Al EE0] tiv|ol] YA oA Al&3t

ojgfet A2 M= 20039 119 FA] thege] Ao = A8kl
=4, olofl olshd Q] vl H o AHuR]|et #ATI 4712] JEZE L
HJet A HA = Power Projection HubHub(PPH) 914, 3lejo], &, &

35 Donald Rumsfeld, Annual Report to the President and the Congress, 2002, pp.33-34, cited
from Changsu Kim, “Combined Command Structure of the ROK-US Alliance: Present and
Future,” in Tae—Hoon Kang & Hyun-Seok Yu, eds., Fifty Years’ Alliance: Reflections and
Future Vision of the ROK-US Security Cooperation, The KAIS International Conference
Series, No. 14, 2003, p.84.



&, o7 5 o] Adiet ZARE ] F4lolt:. F WA= Main Operating
Bases(MOB)RIE]l, FHSMEAIENE AL 4= Q= et FAF ol Al
WA= Forward Operating Site(FOS)Q1H], o= BI/FAIE O] HiH[SH= At
T o]} Y] YA Z Cooperative Security Locations(CSL)QIE], 0] 4
TR R TET} 78 9 AR A E o]glc) 36

o] F =71 MolERvE AR (FOTAYS FH/d5to] F=etult A
1A Sk -2 WS =2fobr] Al 20031 WA FOTA 3]9foflA
o2 12,500%8°] sk S:3tne] 329 19] AHAIES AAFH.
1A s FARRAA 7919 1] AREHARS SFH] A Ao|A 9}
RO A YEFTER &71e AllH WA D= 84 RS
QAL HERH 0 F g7]= Ao|Sit. Al M FOTA 3l9jof|A] vl=2 gkt
oA o] T FA9] o] o] FUHZHe 1t R o] BA o] Qli= HAKED]
A G FASHATAL BT v] A2EARES] 2otk 200449 8

olefat AT S SH RS AT, mlZo] THEALee] Tht
W%E ZoMAtks 22 Qulsh] vRolgict. nlato] S5 FHBA
dhet sl Broka A FRZT S ok o]elo] B2l 9fa)
o). E8] Fdul Auxe} B, Que
ZQulo] 2 4% glo] SRopAololA ulze] AHFAAR el
of ¥lmslel, TS nl HepASle] FuA| o etk AaoR o
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Ao} ]%2] otet W} HEshe Aolek. L2 o] S Sfs) A
wPselo] Waslt P 109 ool Set 98] 20z S4E AA
B8 7L AF20E 2931 B el u]E o] Bato zrel
SJgol thusk] 918l ml] g olRIalAIR, FHEhe nake] Ak W
AL 553 el QA FgLom, thAle] AR YAL F71E A
S %Ik, 19904 ] TR Qo] 7he] 2AVHEES BRAAL st

2008 22 89171 o1F- =] A2 I FaA o] Bl
Sto] Zo157] AR A 2298 GDPY 40%= AP Zo] o|Al=

OF 24-25% 08 st ol 98| nlse] ek walsi] Al
At 24 A AR vl A AAGI 5 Ao A4S Ba 3
upeRe 2oL, Qult R SolA 1] At 17 9 oAl &

Az HHEARloH, ERE HE vi= 17 AP o2 v It ofA vl=2
tiwts ol A o] Aot thB|E sfioF she =717 = 3iet

ol& EH|Z @A v]=r9] =pdeF A2 T8 A (integrated deterrence)
olt}, &, 952 A A7 (dynamic force employment)ol 7|8lsto] wjit
Uistoll Aol St oA s=Ee] S FXIsHIth= Zloltt. aAf ¢
1] P2 AAEPASAIE o]oll 718tsto], hto] Festal mlto] whet
Q= AA| = HehS FHIskAL Qlow, HAt HEAA] KoM SAIE
Z3fjof sk <AIE QAL Qlet

37 President Roh Moo Hyun, speech, 53th Air Force Academy Graduation and Commissioning
Ceremony, Seoul (March 8), 2005, www.president.go.kr, cited from Jonathan Pollack, “The
Strategic Futures and Military Capabilities of the Two Koreas,” in Ashley Tellis & Michael
Wills, eds., Strategic Asia 20065-06. Military Modernization in an Era of Uncertainty (the
National Bureau of Asian Research, 2005), p.152.



IV. CHEHIE SR O] Hig)s

n]=o] oighhe SHgei ] Ale-2 19533 79 279 A2H FHEH o
22 5 109 190 2= g daizefe] EtiE Fal vk AA|
tl g 2ok A3z B GAR tigt i FA Gell QlojA 9
TS Ao Bt} oPS IEiEA sk Aol ISk 353t
ol thAa7] fiste] ZAke] AMAre] o] wt PEe S ARigh
oP el 7]&stal Qi
AR GA] 9k 325 5,00090]9 o, 4 o] HHAFA
AE= Qlsf 1955 S5k 891 5,000 2.2 7AsArHol= 1] A2A
S A7ARE B g3 grolh). o]2gh WE o] 5

—lOll

ol

-

:19

o|% ul=-2 | AR ZRAIF(MAP: Military Assistance Program), T+t
AFAZ(Military Assistance Service Fund), tfelstARRH(Foreign Military
Sales)& 3E3Fsto] 3409 2 oA 9] FAMAZRE g0 A&t 40
19584 1= e RE} AekT nAd 58S =] Hix|sty e
19614 Hlo]~(Mace) AL TP o= QU8 AFYA=Z|7} 1,800m E7HA] &
FE A

o] HEEHofA st o] % Y& tig®2 ofAlo w7 HE= A 1]

38 HL} XISt LI Kang Choi and Joon-Sung Park, “South Korea: Fears of Abandonment and
Entrapment,” in Muthiah Alagappa, ed., The Long Shadow: Nuclear Weapons and Security in
the 21st Century Asia (Stanford, California: Stanford University Press, 2008), pp.374-382 &=

39 William T. Tow, “Reassessing Deterrence on the Korean Peninsula,” Korean Journal of
Defense Analysis ,3, 1, 1991, pp.179-218.

40 SIPRI, The Arms Trade with the Third World, (Stockholm: Almavist & Wiksell, 1971), pp.146-
147.
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g AR o] Zuo] F7|A HAtt. 19919 FA] 7] SA4F 4 ol 7]
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. 0]% 2002 53 91719+ 2006
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9 F7\Ho% W, WAL, SgelxSTe] et ARG, WAt
A, A AT 5 e TAA 1S SYHOR ROl 9%t
o7 zolc}. ojo] 129 132 QR ARTAHSP)F oA =L 5 919l
sl2 7|72 slo] Azt 5 2l 19 2198 A= sigen, A
¥ 1) 20114 392 Felsisich

20219 Soi ko] At AJFEAL SLBMAIRMAL SijAie &

%t} o] QI8 B U QhEEeke TR AJTh Aot
7 o] % QR 9 5 ek )3e] SgolR) A ge] A=lde ols]

2022 8% 3] QFEHOIB] oA jh] =2 ml=o] e-gof tgt 4
HEF d9EaL, A=r)9, A3 AHdolA gels A3kl 2 Fofstae
™, 20239 % 59 A4S olA olEtt d8S 3tsl] fiRt ol w9
F9)1E(nuclear consultative group)2 A3} =, H|E u|=9] A&
AN A= o] FOIAA] RUATE, A w|=2] =34 He-gof disf ghi] <F
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Abstract

Transformation of the Yuil System and
Reorganization of Governance Space:
Focusing on the Cultural Center

This study is conducted from the early 1960s, when the Kim ll-sung regime was preparing
for a new era by contemplating an independent path, after 1967, when the 'Juche ideology’
began in earnest, and after the mid-1970s, when ‘the Juche ideology of the whole society'
began to work in full force. Various attempts and changes were explored centering on the
space called the Cultural Center, which was a base for ideological culture, a symbol of the
Juche era, and a dissemination station for crowd art, and the ideology created through the
Cultural Center. The concrete aspects of these strategically developed attempts during
this period were the reorganization of the cultural center organization, its enlargement,
and its dailyization. The North Korean masses faced and looked at the strategic space of
the Cultural Center, and in that space, they were constantly politically socialized into the
“humanoid of the Juche era.” In the end, the Cultural Center project, which was strongly
promoted as a national project during this period, has been operating daily in every corner
of North Korean society until now as a foundation for solidifying “North Korean-style
socialism” through the eras of Kim Il-sung, Kim Jong-il, and Kim Jong-un.

- Keywords : Mass of the People, Mass Culture Project, Cultural Center, 1970s, Juche
Ideology, North Korea
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Abstract

Inter-Korean Relations and
International Legal Issues After Joining the United Nations

The year of 1991 marks two important events in the history of inter-Korean relations. One
is the simultaneous accession of the two Koreas to the UN, and the other is the adoption
of the Inter-Korean Basic Agreement. The two Koreas joining the UN at the same time
is noteworthy in that it has been recognized as individual nations by the international
community, especially on the stage of the UN. At the same time, by adopting the Inter-
Korean Basic Agreement in the same year, the two Koreas also formalized inter-Korean
special relations by announcing that inter-Korean relations are not between countries. In the
international community, South and North Koreas are two countries, but in their relationship
with each other, two Koreas agreed their relations as special relations, not between
countries. This study diagnoses inter-Korean relations, which have intersected specificity
and universality since joining the United Nations, and discusses North Korea's nuclear issue,
sanctions against North Korea, and approaches to North Korean human rights in light of the
intersection of specificity and universality.

+ Keywords : Simultaneous accession to the UN Inter-Korean Basic Agreement
Inter-Korean Relations Specificity Universality of International Relations
North Korean Nuclear Issues Sanctions against North Korea North Korean
Human Rights Issues
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U HEAE tAE a7t ok B F A Q] AA B A IR
SO AME F-E= 7] 3fof ei
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9| AFANA AR Abdoltt. o] SEE HEE ofwFH|X|(Viktor

1 Ben Norton. US gov't knew NATO expansion to Ukraine would force Russia to intervene
https://geopoliticaleconomy.com/2022/02/27/us—nato—-expansion-ukraine-russia—
intervene/ (Published 2022-02-27.)
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Mariupol, Donbas) 5|04 28 50| dojuka et H7b) Motz
o}, 250] AU PG 7] AAE RS ol ek 84 F HAlolet 5
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2 Natasha Bertrand and Jeremy Herb. US intelligence indicates Russia preparing an operation
to justify the invasion of Ukraine https://edition.cnn.com/2022/01/14/politics/us—
intelligence-russia—false~flag/index.html (CNN, Fri January 14, 2022)

3 Jacques Baud. The Military Situation in The Ukraine / Global Research https://www.
globalresearch.ca/the—military-situation—in-the—ukraine/5778420?print=1 (March 30, 2023)
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5 Transcript: 2007 Putin Speech and the Following Discussion at the Munich Conference on
Security Policy. http://russialist.org/transcript-putin-speech-and-the-following—discussion—
at-the-munich-conference-on-security—policy/

6  Chris Ernesto. The Eurasian Chessboard: Brzezinski Mapped Out “The Battle for Ukraine”

in 1997 / Global Research https://www.globalresearch.ca/the—eurasian—chessboard—
brzezinski-mapped-out-the—battle—for-ukraine-in-1997/5373707 (March 16, 2014.).
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7 Timothy Bella. Kissinger says Ukraine should cede territory to Russia to end war https://
www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/05/24/henry-kissinger-ukraine-russia—territory—
davos/ (May 24, 2022.).

8  (Chad De Guzman Leaked Pentagon Documents Appear to Show U.S. Spying on Ally South
Korea. https://Time.com/6269905/us—-pentagon-leaked-documents—south—korea/ (APRIL
10, 2023).
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9 Katie Bo Lillis and Oren Liebermann Ukraine became a testbed for Western weapons and
battlefield innovation. https://edition.cnn.com/2023/01/15/politics/ukraine-russia-war—
weapons-lab/index.html CNN.ow)

10 https://ria.ru/20230415/reb—1865489269.htm
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1 Dimitri Simes, China and Russia ditch dollar in a move toward ‘financial alliance” https://
asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/China—and-Russia—ditch-dollar-in-move—
toward—financial-alliance (Contributing writer August 6, 2020)
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12 Jylian G. Ku, the Maurice A. Deane Distinguished Professor of Law at Hofstra University.
China Has Ditched Its Own Principles to Back Russia https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/04/07/
china—ditched-principles—ukraine-russia-use—of-force/
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13 Erick Duchesnemarch. China well-placed to mediate a Russia-Ukraine solution. https://
asiatimes.com/2022/03/china-well-placed-to-mediate-a-russia-ukraine—solution/

14 Four Scenarios of the Future. https://www.bricsmagazine.com/en/articles/imagine—brics—
four—scenarios—of-the—future
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15 Rebecca Nadin, llayda Nijhar, Elvira Mami Shanghai Cooperation Organization Summit 2022:
key takeaways. https://odi.org/en/insights/shanghai-cooperation-organisation—summit—
2022-key-takeaways/
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16 \What are the economic prospects for Central Asia in 20237 https://kun.uz/ru/news/2023/01/13/
kakovy—ekonomicheskiye—perspektivy-tsentralnoy-azii—v-2023-godu

17 https://stat.uz/ru/?preview=18&option=com_dropfiles&format=&task=frontfile.download&cati
d=404&id=2713&Itemid=1000000000000.
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18 Simon Constable. Why Sanctions on Russia Won't Work) https://time.com/6150607 /why-
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20 Chris Anstey. Summers Warns US Is Getting ‘Lonely’ as Other Powers Band Together
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22 Sergey Radchenko. This War May Be Heading for a Cease—Fire https://www.nytimes.
com/2023/02/24/opinion/ukraine-russia-war—korea.html

142 S2EE - M2812



S AIZ AlLR2IR

Qe bt 2L ALl eE A7 4 9k Bxlolt Szl

o) 28 29 ol Aol A St 9 AetelLto] SHslolE Alnfat 5 o
Hlatol TieE NATOS] 9F2l BAME BhA] R AR 7Py et At
12512 9etol o] skl HAlote] M F4e

22 A4 A9 W10 shaje g Reiskiit Sastoluhs nlat 147
Swg RN 2E, A7 SOl AHIMARS) vIA SAME YRR o]5A)
7131 ZtEe] S SAlole] St A4t 714, J1E ettt 2o}
33 et A% oS QI FAHEe] E 3 ) wiAk FHo] Hha

N
a
rlo
K
2
OII.
ofd

~

>
_&‘,L
5
oT&E
["_1_4
)
i)
o
o
)
>,

o
rir
oft
re
ol
.
e
o,
0,
19
filo
B
N
N

the oXe) BAOEA AYE B AU Lo WS Foltt. ol
AR 3 WA AU 0] QPRI M 4 e,

2 A Aol AL FARES A5 B4 Holel ekl & 9)
= 9RRA 1 9AS T 9k 20234 39 2005 229 Afole] =
AT RS A $3 7 24 25 S AuHOR AT S

23 Steven Erlanger. Russian Invasion of Ukraine Revolutionizes NATO Military Strategy https://
www.nytimes.com/2023/04/17 /world/europe/nato-russia—ukraine—war.html

ESHOIMOIE - RIO|L M eIVt S2E S/ 143



1o

i)
sk
filo
%
v
L
i
19
S
re
H—4
)
o
b
N
1o
o,

|
il
)
i
ot
o
>,
)
oft

B e 4

AL a5 BT @] Aol wet Baby spEe) 4Ae
gebd 5 912 Rolek. SAY B30 TAH AY AL T 4T ofnet
=

=A| FHM =2 HES Fole Hl 278 7198 Aol

24 | jly Kuo and Meaghan Tobin With Russia visit, Xi pursues effort to upend U.S.—led global
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UKRAINIAN CRISIS:
APROXY WAR OR GLOBAL CONFRONTATION?

Assoc.Prof.(Dr.) Ulugbek Khasanov

Chair of the International Relations Department,
University of World Economy and Diplomacy

Background of the Conflict

The incredibly difficult situation in Ukraine forces everyone
to consider whether it is feasible to comprehend this exceedingly
contradictory and unexpected scenario properly, or if it is conceivable
to stay unconscious of its unavoidable repercussions for the entire
world system. The events of the previous few decades have only
confirmed one essential idea: the former Soviet Union’s political,
cultural, historical, geographical, and, most importantly, value systems
are still collapsing.

Russia’s security interests are as sensitive as the interests of the
United States and the EU member states, and they should be perceived
not only as a natural component of the European security architecture
but also as a global one. Ignoring it as such created an extremely

dangerous tension, which led to a series of events of an unpredictable
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nature. Underestimating Russia’s capabilities and determination
motivated by its direct vital interests demonstrates the deep delusion
of many Western elites about the meaning of existential factors for
Russia in the meaning of the Ukrainian crisis, and that naturally
demonstrates its willingness to go at all costs to the end, no matter
what such a finale turns out for itself!!

Many current leaders and representatives of Western elites,
particularly Americans, lack historical memory and even ignorance,
prompting them to promote the so-called “Korean option” to resolve
the Ukrainian crisis, ignoring the unique, extremely specific, and
completely different historical circumstances that characterized events

3

on the Korean peninsula in the early 1950s, as well as the “Vietnamese”
or “Afghan” scenarios,

More than a year after Russian forces entered Ukrainian land, it is
critical to comprehend the nature of the current situation in Eastern
Europe, which has revealed itself to be more than merely a conflict
between two governments. It is vital to consider the extent to which
this proxy battle has serious dangers of escalating into a large-scale
global military conflict that is not in the interests of the international

community. Remember that the past two world wars originated in

Eastern Europe.

1 Ben Norton. US gov't knew NATO expansion to Ukraine would force Russia to intervene
https://geopoliticaleconomy.com/2022/02/27 /us—nato-expansion-ukraine-russia—
intervene/ (Published 2022-02-27.)
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Special Military Operation or Military Conflict?

To comprehend the current situation in Ukraine, we must first
recall that the operation started by Russian President Vladimir Putin
on February 24 is not the beginning of the conflict, but rather a
continuation of the clash organized by the US. The latter has been
highly active on Ukrainian soil in recent years?, since they were at
the heart of the February 2014 coup, which resulted in the toppling
of Ukraine’s former president, Viktor Yanukovych. The events of that
time, known as the Maidan Revolution, heightened tensions between
Ukraine and Russia, causing the country to be divided into two parts:
The Western, which supported the new EU-oriented government, and
the Eastern, which is home to 34% of the population, mostly Russian-
speaking3. From that point on, Ukrainians’ hate for the pro-Russian
people grew, and the Russian language was abolished as the second
official language.

This decision sparked a storm of protests among the Russian-
speaking population, leading to severe repression and persecution
of Russian-speaking regions (Odesa, Dnepropetrovsk, Kharkiv,
Lugansk, Donetsk), as well as the militarization of the situation and
mass massacres (Odesa, Mariupol, Donbas). From that point forth,
the conflict took on a more ferocious tone. 8 years later, in the

backdrop of tensions between the two nations, the Russian parliament

2 Natasha Bertrand and Jeremy Herb. US intelligence indicates Russia preparing an operation
to justify the invasion of Ukraine https://edition.cnn.com/2022/01/14/politics/us—
intelligence-russia—false—flag/index.html (CNN, Fri January 14, 2022)

3 Jacques Baud. The Military Situation in The Ukraine / Global Research https://www.
globalresearch.ca/the—military—situation-in—the—ukraine/5778420?print=1 (March 30, 2023)
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petitions Vladimir Putin to recognize the independence of the Donbas
republics. Faced with a dramatic deterioration of the situation, Putin
acknowledged the independence of the two republics of Donbas,
the Lugansk and Donetsk republics, on February 21. This is followed
by the signing of a contract of friendship and support with them,
which served as a warning about the possibility of involvement if the
bombings continued. On February 23, both Donbas republics requested
military support from Russia. Vladimir Putin chooses to engage in
Ukraine on February 24, 2022, citing Article 51 of the United Nations
Charter (mutual military support within the context of a defensive
alliance)*.

Given the nature of the situation and the topography of Ukraine,
the Russians operated in three strategic directions: south to north,
east to west, and north to south, to draw this ring closer and closer in
a pincer, neutralizing Ukrainian troops pushing their forces. Liberate
Donbas and demilitarize the whole territory. That was Vladimir Putin’s
strategic ambition, and the development of four strategic belts from
the northwest to the south, towards the Ukrainian capital of Kyiv,
began.

The mission was to move into Ukraine’s south to conquer Mykolaiv
and Odesa. It is also conceivable that Russian forces will be sent to
occupy Kharkiv and the adjoining territories in the northeast. This
Ukrainian area accounts for 4% of the country’s gas output. The
surprise visit of Russian Defense Minister Sergei Shoigu to Russian
troops in the war zone last October signaled that the situation had

begun to alter militarily in favor of the Russians. This visit marked the

4 |bidem
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end of the second stage of hostilities and the beginning of the third
stage of the operation. According to the third stage, it is expected to
achieve demilitarization and, as a result, the neutralization of Eastern
Ukraine to gain full control over the Azov and Black Seas, where the
operation to gain control over the strategic area of Mariupol was
critical. Heavy losses suffered by Ukrainian troops in recent months (up
to 200 killed per day, according to sources close to the Kyiv regime,
some even talk about more than 500 killed per day near Artemivsk,
when at the peak of events the number of disabled Ukrainian fighters
(killed and wounded), according to many sources, reached 1,000
people per day), raising concerns about the Ukrainian military’s ability
to fight for a long time if the war continues. The high number of losses
on both sides, particularly on the Ukrainian side, may dissuade future
recruitment of foreign mercenaries.

It should be noted that Vladimir Zelensky first opposed the mere
existence of the Minsk Accords, a peace plan that was meant to lead
to reconciliation. The hopes of Ukrainian voters in 2019 were directly
related to their implementation. However, the United States, an
incredibly important external element for Ukraine, destroyed these
accords since they were not interested in re-centering negotiations
on Europe. The crisis between Ukraine and Russia has devolved into
a true proxy war waged by the US against its strategic adversary,
Russia. The US intended and did everything to bring Russia into the
conflict with one purpose in mind: to weaken it for a long time, if
not permanently, to focus on the rising threat posed by the biggest
economic rival - China. To accomplish this purpose, they strive to
vilify Vladimir Putin, who has been in office for about twenty years,

assuming that his departure will change Russia’s attitude, which is a
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huge error. At the same time, they were confident that, despite the
extraordinarily painful character of the imposed sanctions, the Russian
economy could quickly adjust to the new circumstances and mobilize

internal resources.

NATO as a part of the Conflict

Many academics have seen an increase in distrust between the
United States and its allies on the one hand, and Russia on the other,
since the late 1990s, when NATO began to expand to the east. After
the fall of the Soviet Union in the early 1990s, Russia was eager to
improve relations with the United States. Many Russians assumed that
with the fall of the Iron Curtain, both nations and their peoples would
become strategic allies and loyal friends.

Unfortunately, the early 1990s exuberance for collaboration
and camaraderie dissipated quickly. Hopes were replaced by
disillusionment and suspicion, particularly after NATO began bombing
Yugoslavia unilaterally and in defiance of the UN Security Council’s
veto, and the United States initiated conflicts in the Middle East and
withdrew from weapons control accords. The bad perception of US
foreign policy grew following the coup in Ukraine in 2014. The stronger
the battle between Russia and the US got, the higher Putin’s popularity
rating became.

NATO, as a bipolar phenomenon, evolved from a defensive to
an aggressive strategy - with the fall of the Warsaw Pact, it became
the source of impotence for European nations that outsourced
their defense sovereignty to the United States. NATO is vehemently

opposed to European countries reuniting with Russia thirty years after
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the Cold War ended. That is why the European strategic autonomy, as
well as the European defense industry and the hypothetical European
army, will be unable to rebuild their original model of military
strategy, as these functions have been transferred to the North Atlantic
Alliance. The admission of Finland as the alliance’s 31st member
and the projected membership of Sweden to NATO strengthens
Europe’s collective engagement and vulnerability when it is assigned
a protective echelon in the event of a worldwide confrontation of
strategic actors. Because Russia is forced to employ available strategic
resources, it lacks other choices for preserving its interests.

Speaking at the Munich Security Conference in 2007, Vladimir
Putin stated, “We will not allow NATO to expand to the point where
it touches our borders, particularly Ukraine and Georgia.” These
countries, in our opinion, are Trojan horses for NATO’s military
force and US dominance.”® When Russia retaliated militarily in 2008,
Georgia failed in its attempt to return the region of North Ossetia
and Abkhazia to its original composition. NATO’s eastern frontiers
have been stretched by about 1,300 kilometers throughout the years,
including Poland, Hungary, the Czech Republic, Bulgaria, Estonia,
Latvia, Lithuania, Romania, Slovakia, and Slovenia.

Famous American politician and scientist Zbigniew Brzezinski wrote
in his book “The Big Chessboard” back in 1997, that US America should
seize Ukraine because it is the hub of Russian power in Europe. In his

view®, Russia would no longer represent a danger after Ukraine split

5 Transcript: 2007 Putin Speech and the Following Discussion at the Munich Conference
on Security Policy. https://russialist.org/transcript-putin-speech-and-the—following—
discussion—at-the-munich—conference-on-security—policy/

6  Chris Ermesto. The Eurasian Chessboard: Brzezinski Mapped Out “The Battle for Ukraine”
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from Russia. What is specified as a goal to be reached in one statement
could only be seen as a typical Casus Belli.

Following the Maidan coup in 2014, and particularly following the
events in Odesa, Mariupol, and Donbas, the parties to the conflict
signed the first package of the Minsk Agreements on September
5, 2014, and the second package on February 12, 2015, aimed at
establishing peace in the country under the auspices of the OSCE, with
France and Germany acting as guarantors of their implementation.
This event underscores Europe’s reluctance to clash with Russia on
its soil. After the end of the Cold War, Europe built a new security
architecture in collaboration with Russia. This is a common sense
principle and the well-known interests of stakeholders. “We have
not made any serious efforts to involve Russia in the new security
architecture in Europe,” Henry Kissinger noted”.

Moreover, despite the tangible pressure from the United States on
the issue of supplying lethal weapons to Ukraine, South Korea acted
with extreme restraint and caution, particularly in light of strict South
Korean legislation on such sensitive issues, limiting as much as possible
the possibility of exporting weapons that could endanger the security
of other states and the international community. Korean diplomacy
has a long history of working to preserve peace and trustworthy ties
with other governments across the world. According to renowned

Korean analysts, “Even if the president prefers to help the other side in

in 1997 / Global Research https://www.globalresearch.ca/the—eurasian—chessboard—
brzezinski-mapped-out-the-battle—for-ukraine-in-1997/5373707 (March 16, 2014.).

7 Timothy Bella. Kissinger says Ukraine should cede territory to Russia to end war https://
www.washingtonpost.com/world/2022/05/24/henry-kissinger-ukraine-russia—territory—
davos/ (May 24, 2022.).

ESHOIMOIE - RIAO|L MY 2|Vt S=2E SSQUP

153



such matters, their implementation would be extremely difficult.”®

Ukraine as an Arms Testing Ground

The ongoing conflict in Ukraine has transformed it into a testing
ground for new Western weaponry and a true laboratory of military
innovation. This is said by CNN as well. Its’ experts have mentioned
the conflict in Ukraine as a ground providing the United States and its
allies with a rare opportunity to study how their own weapons systems
work under conditions of intensive use in this new, acute modern
conflict. So, Ukraine has become a weapons laboratory in every respect,
because this technology has never been utilized in a fight between
two industrialized countries, and the conflict in Ukraine has become
an unbelievable collection of data on the usage of their systems for
the US armed forces. The United States has also studied the conflict
closely to learn lessons from what a war between two modern nations
might look like in the 21st century. These are tests of real combat
operations®, as CNN analysts claim. It follows from this that the United
States initially considered the territory of Ukraine as a kind of testing
ground where they could test their weapons in real combat conditions.
In particular, modern weapons systems were delivered to Ukraine
only in small quantities, which is useless from a military point of view,

but meaningful if it is necessary to test modern weapons in combat

8  Chad De Guzman. Leaked Pentagon Documents Appear to Show U.S. Spying on Ally South
Korea. https://Time.com/6269905/us—-pentagon-leaked-documents-south—korea/ (APRIL
10, 2023).

9  Katie Bo Lillis and Oren Liebermann Ukraine became a testbed for Western weapons and
battlefield innovation https://edition.cnn.com/2023/01/15/politics/ukraine-russia-war-
weapons-lab/index.html CNN.ow)
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conditions. In turn, for defense purposes, Russia is also forced to
work out countermeasures in response to neutralizing the threat to its
actions as much as possible. During the fighting in Ukraine, it was able
to refocus its industry on the development of new and improvement
of existing tactical and strategic weapons, as well as the production of

unmanned aerial vehicles and electronic defense systems.'®

Sanctions & Alternatives

Today, the world is in the process of global transformation due to
the dramatic events in Eastern Europe, in fact, the war, and when the
global dominance of the dollar weakens. How will Americans perceive
the political and financial weakening of their role in the world?

It has been almost twenty years since Russia began a movement
to withdraw part of its operations from the US currency. The Central
Bank of Russia gradually got rid of its government debt obligations
in dollars and got rid of most of its US Treasury bonds that it had
accumulated (about one hundred billion dollars), replacing them, in
particular, with gold (more than 1,900 tons acquired since 2005), but
also with other currencies considered freely convertible, including
Chinese yuan, Indian rupees, Korean won, Japanese yen, Swiss francs,
and others.

The move was also part of a process aimed at freeing itself from
the excessive extraterritoriality of the US financial system imposed on
any holder of its currency worldwide. China, for its part, has taken a

similar step over the past decade and added to the irritation of the US,

10 https://ria.ru/20230415/reb—1865489269.htm
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as the purchase of physical gold by central banks is a sign of a loss of
confidence in the dollar’s ability to maintain its value and the role of an
international reserve currency. It is against this background that Russia
and China have significantly reduced the use of the dollar in bilateral
trade in recent years. In 2015, about 90% of bilateral transactions were
made in dollars. As a result of the outbreak of the US-China trade
war and the concerted desire of Moscow and Beijing to move away
from the dollar, this figure fell to 51% in 2019". Thus, the United States
was unhappy with Russia, which has managed to free itself from the
pressure exerted by the dollar on the world economy, but also because
its approach could jeopardize oil and, therefore, ultimately undermine
US hegemony and interests.

In the US approach, the 10 consecutive economic sanctions
imposed against Russia though were extremely sensitive for its
economy but did not lead to destructive consequences. The Russian
ruble has maintained a steady resistance. Russia has low external debt
and a fairly moderate level of budget deficit. In addition, its trade balance
is in surplus, which is not seen in a majority of countries that gravitate
towards the dollar and are under its strict domination. It should be
recognized that in almost many areas, primarily military and food, it
shows the ability to self-sufficiency, which has been strengthened over

time by previous sanctions.

1 Dimitri Simes, China and Russia ditch dollar in a move toward ‘financial alliance” https://
asia.nikkei.com/Politics/International-relations/China—and-Russia—ditch-dollar-in-move—
toward—financial-alliance (Contributing writer August 6, 2020)
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China, BRICS & Partners

Beijing, while not ignoring the support of the Ukrainian
government’s right to self-determination, does not intend to publicly
condemn its strategic ally Russia™ in the UN Security Council or other
international institutions.

An alliance with the West led by the United States in NATO does
not fit into Xi Jinping’s idea of a geostrategic balance with the United
States, and opposing NATQ’s goals in this clash would mean that
America is no longer leading the world. At the same time, cooperation
with Moscow’s opponents would strengthen its role - more active
participation in international economic organizations to promote
its internal growth®, One of China’s three geostrategic goals — the
weakening of American dominance in the international political order
and security system — will be achieved through an alliance with Russia.
This guarantees Xi Jinping’s equality with his American counterpart,
which is crucial for him in defending the interest in such a delicate
issue as Taiwan.

For the Chinese Communist Party, which systematically engages in
long-term planning of its foreign policy goals, the invasion of Ukraine
by its informal partner, Russia, has changed some of its approaches.
China will stick to one solution — strategic ambiguity — both now and

in the foreseeable future. Its most successful political strategy for the

12 Jylian G. Ku, the Maurice A. Deane Distinguished Professor of Law at Hofstra University.
China Has Ditched Its Own Principles to Back Russia https://foreignpolicy.com/2022/04/07/
china—ditched-principles—ukraine-russia-use—of-force/

13 Kevin Rudd. How to stop China and the US going to war. https://www.theguardian.com/
world/2022/apr/07/how-to-stop-china—and-the—us—going—to-war
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near future is abstinence. Although this strategy can be successful in
times of global instability, it is not the best option to achieve its goal
- reformulating the conditions of the international economic order.
Beijing adheres to its concept of official non-interference and respect
for modern international institutions, demonstrating conciliatory rather
than hostile intentions.

Beijing is interested in supporting Russians economically by
continuing to buy their oil and gas at low prices and sharing with them
modern industrial technologies and non-military essential goods, which
would be a slap in the face to the West, without taking a firm position
in either direction and avoiding pressure on Russia. China’s strategic
ambiguity can play a positive role in the crisis and may help unravel
the Gordian knot.™

The Ukrainian crisis has revealed many unrealized facets and
aspects of international relations. BRICS, which includes Brazil, Russia,
India, China, and South Africa, is beginning to play a special role in
building an alternative system of global governance. This structure
unites states with a total GDP of just under $25 trillion™, or 23 percent
of the global total. According to many experts, the BRICS countries are
working on the development of a new form of currency, and they can
submit proposals on this topic at the summit of the heads of state of
the association this year in South Africa. The current sanctions regime
imposed by the United States and the EU against Russia is pushing

countries to seek a protected multipolar currency regime. Even at

14 Erick Duchesnemarch. China well-placed to mediate a Russia-Ukraine solution. https://
asiatimes.com/2022/03/china-well-placed-to-mediate-a-russia-ukraine—solution/

15 Four Scenarios of the Future. https://www.bricsmagazine.com/en/articles/imagine—brics—
four—scenarios—of-the—future
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last year’s summit of this organization, it was stated that the member
countries are working on creating a reserve currency that would be
based on a flexible payment system based on national currencies,
while simultaneously developing an alternative to SWIFT.

In general, the introduction of the Euro as a single European
currency more than two decades ago was perceived by many countries
as an alternative to the dollar. And today it accounts for just over 20%
of the world’s reserves. However, the EU’s approach to US sanctions
against Russia undermined international confidence in it. There is
an obvious direct parallel between situations when countries, being
in extremely tense relations, tried to transfer part of their reserves
or payments into euros, the United States reacted extremely harshly
and aggressively. However, Russia, China, and India will not be
threatened with military force directly. The US can isolate South Aftica
or Brazil, but not the BRICS group. Especially against the background
of the emerging trend to expand their group at the expense of Iran
and Argentina and expressed interest in Mexico and Indonesia.
Approximately the same as it was announced following the results of
the Samarkand summit of the Shanghai Cooperation Organization,
held in mid-September 2022'¢) when five more SCO countries
expressed their readiness to join two dozen: Egypt, Qatar, Saudi
Arabia, Bahrain, and the Maldives, and Iran signed a memorandum of
accession. The organization has a clear program for expansion at the
expense of the leading countries of Africa and Southeast Asia.

The Central Asian states, in the context of the Ukrainian crisis,

16 Rebecca Nadin, llayda Nijhar, Elvira Mami Shanghai Cooperation Organization Summit 2022:
key takeaways. https://odi.org/en/insights/shanghai-cooperation-organisation—summit—
2022-key-takeaways/
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were rather neutral than active. They were full-fledged participants
of such an influential international organization as the SCO and were
able to adapt their economic systems to the current extremely volatile
and vulnerable processes in the region. In particular, as many regional
analytical publications note, “2022 was marked by a kind of recovery
for Kyrgyzstan: The country has grown from a contraction of 8.4%
in 2020 to growth of 3.6% in 2021, 55% in 2022 and an estimated
growth rate of 3.5 percent in 2023. In Tajikistan, where growth slowed
to 4.4 percent in 2020 and rose sharply again to 9.2 percent in 2021,
growth was estimated to be 7.0 percent last year, with the forecast for
a further slowdown to 5.0 percent in 2023. Uzbekistan also showed
positive, albeit slower, growth in 2020 at the level of 1.9 percent. In
2021, this figure rose again to 7.4 percent, but estimates for 2022 show
a slowdown to 5.7 percent. The current forecast assumes growth of 4.9
percent in 2023”7 The annual report of the Statistics Agency under
the President of the Republic of Uzbekistan in the national report on
the results of 2022 provides the following data: “The largest volume
of foreign trade turnover in 2022 was recorded with the Russian
Federation (18.6%), China (17.8%), Kazakhstan (9.2%), Turkey (6.4%),
the Republic of Korea (4.7%), Kyrgyzstan (25%) and Germany (2.3%)”.18

In general, the crisis was maturing Russia against the background
of sanctions policy long before the current events, at least, which
intensified with the annexation of Crimea in 2014, and since then

the country’s attitude has not changed. As in the case of sanctions

17 What are the economic prospects for Central Asia in 2023? https://kun.uz/ru/news/
2023/01/13/kakovy—ekonomicheskiye—perspektivy-tsentralnoy—azii-v-2023-godu

18 https://stat.uz/ru/?preview=18&option=com_dropfiles&format=&task=frontfile.download&cati
d=404&id=2713&Itemid=1000000000000.
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against Venezuela, they did not lead to the removal of the president
of the country, Nicolas Maduro. Such actions against Cuba did not
get rid of Fidel Castro. Similarly, the war in Ukraine and the sanctions
provoked by the Western world are pushing for a monetary and
financial restructuring of the world. The problem was that sanctions
often encourage the country’s population to rally around the flag.
Paradoxically, sanctions against the background of social sentiment
acquire a consolidating effect. After all, psychologically, the one who
oppresses economically is seen as the enemy. Many Russians perceive
the current sanctions crisis, as in 2020, as external and unrelated to
negative economic or market factors, that is, not because of disruptions
in domestic financial markets or the consequences of domestic
economic cycles. In 2020, Russia faced the forced closure of business
and public life due to the Covid-19 pandemic. Today, the leading
economic centers of the world are attacking the country to counter, as
experts suggest, geopolitical risks.

Support for the government’s policy is not due to economic factors,
but rather to the idea that the conflict that is taking place today is
not so much between Russia and Ukraine as between Russia and the
“Western world”. There is an opinion that the sanctions were imposed
not only because of Ukraine. Today, a stereotype has taken root in
Russian society that it is forced to take such steps because the West
“wants to weaken Russia.” At the same time, it has to reckon with the
realities of the economic situation, when Europe is the largest market
for energy resources for Russia, at the same time Europe itself is still
dependent on Russian gas supplies for almost 60%. Revenues from
energy exports account for approximately 40% of the federal budget

of the country. “Russia wants to earn income, but Europe cannot live
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without oil and gas,” is how TIME magazine characterizes it in one of
its comments'®,

Oddly enough, during the whole of 2022, European states imported
energy carriers from Russia in the amount of 187 billion euros,
doubling. the cost has increased by 38% compared to the previous
year, and despite this, energy prices in Europe remain relatively high.
European leaders realize that they will not be able to do without
Russian gas without agreeing to a significant increase in energy prices
with consequences in economic and social terms that will weaken their
power and undermine the cohesion of the European Union.

All this is quite consonant with the opinion of Harvard University
professor, former US Treasury Secretary Lawrence Summers,
expressing concern about the emerging trend of Washington losing
influence in the world against the background of the alliance of Russia
and China, as well as the risks associated with the US intention to
rebuild supply chains so that they are not connected with China,
while as less developed countries prefer to cooperate with Beijing. It is
quite obvious that the deepening of ties between the Middle East and
Russia, the rapprochement of Saudi Arabia with its long-time rival Iran
through the mediation of China, as well as the general growth of its
authority in the world, is becoming a tangible challenge for the United
States. Another important thought embraces that if the Bretton Woods
system is insufficient around the world, new alternatives will arise and
at the same time may pose serious problems for the Western-centric

economic model of the world.°

19 Simon Constable. Why Sanctions on Russia Won't Work https://time.com/6150607 /why-
sanctions—on-russia-wont-work/

20 Chris Anstey. Summers Warns US Is Getting ‘Lonely’ as Other Powers Band Together
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Probable Future Scenarios & Crisis Consequences

No matter how far-fetched the proposed scenarios may seem, it
would still be possible to share them. Vladimir Putin’s decision to
deploy strategic nuclear weapons in Belarus opens another stage of
the conflict in Ukraine. This announcement echoes the possible supply
of depleted uranium shells by the British to Ukraine. If the mention of
nuclear forces causes concern in Europe and creates an atmosphere
of fear, Ukraine and Russia seem to be far from striving for a quick
resolution to the conflict. A situation not unlike the Korean War, which
raged between 1950 and 1953, and when no peace was ever signed due
to the stubbornness of both sides?'. Thus, the war in Ukraine would
follow a similar scenario, as some researchers suggest, and which could
upset the balance of power in Europe and around the world.

At the front, neither country can prevail over the other, and
this conflict has turned from a mobile war into a positional one.
An example of this, on the one hand, is the siege of Artemovsk (or
according to another version of Bakhmut), a city that, according to
the Russians, was supposed to fall in April 2022, but whose siege has
lasted for more than eight months, or the siege of the city of Avdiivka,
which also continues. On the other hand, the Ukrainians failed to
further alienate the Russian army. This fixation on the front has led

to an escalation of the conflict, and each belligerent side seeks to

https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2023-04-14/summers-warns—-us—getting—
lonely-as—other-powers—band-together?leadSource=uverify%20wall

21 Simon Tisdall. What happens if Putin goes nuclear in Ukraine? Biden has a choice to make
https://www.theguardian.com/world/commentisfree/2022/sep/17/putin-nuclear-ukraine—
biden-russian—forces—nato—kremlin
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destroy the enemy’s reserve capabilities to avoid a counter-oftensive.
To support this escalation of the conflict, both Russia and Ukraine are
planning new material and human resources: a new mobilization and
acceleration of the supply of weapons and equipment from the West
for Kyiv.

The escalation of the conflict makes any peace impossible in the
short term. Kyiv demands the withdrawal of the Russian military
and unconditional restitution of various occupied territories. Both
sides prefer to deal with intermediary countries whose positions are
changing. On the one hand, having shown relative passivity since the
beginning of the conflict, China has proposed its twelve-point peace
plan to resolve the conflict, which affects international trade while it
is rebuilding its economy. On the other hand, despite its assistance,
the United States tried to put pressure on Vladimir Zelensky to start

negotiations to refocus its efforts on the Indo-Pacific region.

Korean Case

Many experts see the future of the conflict in the context of the so-
called Korean model of 70 years ago. By the end of World War II, Korea
was divided in half by a border set at the level of the 38th parallel. The
Korean scenario of the war in Ukraine is not the best, but also not the
worst, since it seems more appropriate for the course of this war to
imagine a situation in which the conflict continues without victory and
peace. This would lead to the transformation of part of eastern Ukraine

into a demilitarized zone without clashes®. Since Russian diplomacy

22 Sergey Radchenko. This War May Be Heading for a Cease—Fire https://www.nytimes.com/
2023/02/24/opinion/ukraine-russia-war-korea.html|
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has secured assurances from several European countries that they will
oppose Ukraine’s accession to NATO, Putin believes that the risk of
Odesa becoming a NATO base and the American fleet in the Black Sea
is limited, at least for the next five years. As a result, Russia limits its
military objectives and uses its new forces to complete the conquest
of 4 regions of Luhansk, Donetsk, Zaporizhia, and Kherson. It can
deploy its units in defense on its borders. gradually, by the end of
2023, there is a situation of an “armed non-military regime” on both
sides of the “new border”, which is not recognized by Ukraine and the
United States, and when we return to the situation in Korea, which
has been going on for 74 years and reaches a certain status quo. Such
a scenario would undoubtedly upset the international balance. Firstly,
it will ensure a territorial victory for Russia, which will be able to
preserve the territories acquired after the Minsk agreements, opening
the military way for other nations to resolve their conflicts. Moreover,
the dominance of the United States, unable to achieve victory over its
ally, despite significant material assistance, will be called into question.
Finally, it should be remembered that it was after the cease-fire in
Korea that the Americans got closer to Taiwan, fearing losing influence

in this area.

Nuclear Scenario

Russia suffers a defeat in defending the annexed territories of the
region and a failure in neutralizing Ukraine, having missed Odesa in the
bosom of NATO interests. Western countries are increasing supplies of
new air defense systems to Ukraine, rendering ineffective the impact of

Russia’s strategic strikes, as well as its ground support aircraft. Ukraine
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moves the American HIMARS missile launchers to the south and
pointwise hits the Russian port infrastructure, bases, and warehouses
in Crimea, loses part of its fleet in the Black Sea, and the Crimean
Bridge is again subjected to missile strikes®. These circumstances will
naturally push Russia to the most extreme measures to protect its
vital interests. It can deploy its tactical nuclear weapons and produce
a nuclear explosion at an acceptable altitude over one of the neutral
or disputed zones in the Black Sea. This will have the character of an
ultimatum and a demonstration of determination to use non-strategic
nuclear weapons to force the West to negotiate. Such an outcome of

events can occur as a continuation of the first scenario.

Strategic ambiguity

In the current circumstances, China is positioning itself as a player
capable of persuading the parties to sit down at the negotiating table.
Xi Jinping tried to act as a mediator during his visit to Moscow on
March 20-22, 2023, in the hope of finding a diplomatic solution to the
conflict?®. The success of Chinese diplomacy would allow him to raise
his political status to a high global level and contribute to achieving the
long-term goals of the recent CPC Party congress.

In any case, Beijing’s conciliatory intervention in the conflict

showed at least an attempt to assess the situation more judiciously and

23 Steven Erlanger. Russian Invasion of Ukraine Revolutionizes NATO Military Strategy. https://
www.nytimes.com/2023/04/17 /world/europe/nato-russia—ukraine—war.html

24 | jly Kuo and Meaghan Tobin With Russia visit, Xi pursues effort to upend U.S.—led global
order. https://mwww.washingtonpost.com/world/2023/03/16/xi—jinping-russia—new-world-
order/

166 EZIEE - A2 1=



soberly than the way the Europeans approached the problem, not to
mention the US approach. The nature of a peaceful settlement may
vary depending on the situation on the ground. Nevertheless, China’s
concrete intervention, regardless of whether it is successful or not, will

certainly increase its prestige in the international arena.

PS.:

As the well-known expression says, “It is not those who unleash
wars who are to blame for them, but those who made them inevitable.”
This formula explains the current conflict. If the Russians started this
war, then the United States made it inevitable. During the Cuban
missile crisis of 1962, direct negotiations between the United States and
the former USSR put an end to the escalation. The former USSR was
well aware that this issue is existential for the United States. Will the
United States today understand the significance of the Ukrainian issue
as existential for Russia’s interests? As for the European Union, does
it realize that it not only makes economic sacrifices to the people it is
called upon to protect but also puts them at the forefront of hostilities
escalate beyond the current field, where this war is not sown? After
the heavy price that Russia paid at the first stage of this war, it is naive
to think that negotiations, even if they take place, will allow Ukraine
to return to the situation that existed before February 24, 2022, a big
misconception.

Despite the criticism of diplomacy as an outdated tool of foreign
policy, unfortunately, a more rational means of achieving peace has
not yet been invented. Perhaps that is why in all this dramatic story

ignoring such a unique instrument of political communication was the
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worst mistake made by different parties to the conflict, which would

have saved the lives of many thousands of innocent victims.
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